Janet Howles

K-5 General Music

Morley Elementary School
Lincoln Public Schools

Pigeon HAS to Go to School

The Pigeon
HAS to
Go to
School !

words and pictures by mo willems

*This was a super fun back to school lesson | intended for K-1 last year, but
then it turned out my bigs were all pigeon fans so there’s an option for
everyone!

Learning Objectives for K-1
e Students will experience whisper, talk, shout, and sing voices
e Students will keep a steady beat
e Students will learn simple instrument expectations

Learning Objectives for 3rd-5th
e Students will match pitch within a pentatonic scale and sing in canon if
appropriate
e Students will read, sing, play, and create rhythms appropriate to each
grade level
e Students will review mallet technique appropriate to their specific grade

Materials Needed:
e Pigeon HAS to Go to School by Mo Willems

e Various instruments that work for youl!




Part 1
Read through Pigeon HAS to Go to School by Mo Willems using this song as a
page turn melody:

MFC Vol. 1 P. 91 #3
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Pi-geon has to go to school. Pi-geon has to go to school. What will he learn to-day?  Pi-geon has to go to school.
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Be dramatic when reading to incorporate whisper, talk, shout, and sing voices
with the littles. As appropriate in your classroom with your students, pause
and discuss the wide range of emotions that Pigeon experiences throughout
the book. It’s a great little social emotional bonus for the classes that need it!

Students add steady beat while singing (K-2nd) or use body percussion to
review mallet patterns you might incorporate later (3rd-5th).

Part 2
Review the song from last time. Discuss or review different subjects or parts

of the school day that Pigeon talks about in the book. Invite students to share
their favorites! Teacher creates rhythm patterns using student input and has
students echo. Using an ABA form (sing, play, sing), add an alternate section
using school rhythms with body percussion first (students still echo teacher
today!). Then teach instrument expectations and add instruments of your
choice. In my classroom we did this:

Kindergarten: egg shakers

1st/2nd grades: hand drums

3rd-5th grades: mallets

Part 3
Students create their own patterns today! For the K-1s, slides looked
something like this:

what COULD Pigeon learn about?
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Students pick 2 favorites and share with the class. The teacher puts them in a
pattern and has students echo. Add other unpitched instruments and pass
more choices around the circle!

For 3rd-5th, slides looked like this and we incorporated rhythm reading review:
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Give students time to compose a 4 beat pattern and share by speaking text
and rhythm syllables. | used a quiz-quiz-trade style activity for this step.
Come back as a full group and review appropriate accompaniment patterns
while singing the song. Pick various students to share their school rhythms
with the full group and have all students improvise using individual student
ideas.

Other extensions:
e 3rd grade learned to sing a canon with this song during Part 3
e 4th grade reviewed singing in a canon during Part 3
e 5th grade played the full melody and then reviewed playing in canon

Movement extension:

e During any part you choose (I liked 2), students create Pigeon statues
during B section. Teacher picks one subject at a time and improvises
while students hold a Pigeon statue. Students change to a new pose
when they hear the teacher switch to a new pattern/subject!



