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Happy Spring!!

I’'m sure everyone is excited to feel some warmer weather after this
very cold winter season. Our GPOC spring newsletter contains
important items including workshop information, summer Orff
training, new website, GPOC board vacancies, and more! Please
contact a board member with any questions.

Workshop Information

Thank you to everyone who attended our January sharing session
with PSKOR. It was a pleasure to collaborate with another
organization dedicated to the continuous development of our music
teachers. All of our presenters did a fantastic job. Thank you for
providing us with great lessons, tricks, and tools for our classrooms.

On Saturday, March 29t Betsy Kipperman will present a workshop
from 9 a.m. — 1 p.m. at the University of Nebraska-Omaha Strauss
Performing Arts Center. We will also have a raffle of donated items
from retired Ralston educator, Duane Baylor. Detailed information
about our workshop and raffle are located in the newsletter.

GPOC Board Vacancies

Please see information in this newsletter regarding open positions on
our GPOC board. Our board consists of music educators who are
dedicated to bringing quality Orff-Schulwerk development
opportunities to Nebraska.

In late April, all GPOC members will receive a Survey Monkey e-mail to vote for two of our open
positions. Also, included in that vote will be the opportunity to approve our updated GPOC Constitution
and Bylaws. The updated Constitution and Bylaws will be available for review again at our March 29"
workshop.

Website
We are pleased to announce our new GPOC website! The new site will contain information about
upcoming workshops as well as the contact information of our officers. Our website is: htip:/
www.sites.google.com/site/greatplainsorffchapter. Also, don’t forget to join the Great Plains Orff Chapter
Facebook group for workshop information, updates, pictures, and a great place to collaborate with Orff
teachers!

It has been an absolute pleasure to serve as president of GPOC the last two years. As | complete my
term, | am most thankful for the amazing group of music educators on our board who work extremely
hard to bring quality presenters to our state. Their time and talent is greatly appreciated!

We look forward to seeing you on March 29t for Betsy Kipperman. Have a great rest of the school year!

Sincerely,

Nicole A. Chapman

President, Great Plains Orff Chapter

General Music Specialist, Holling Heights Elementary School

nicole.chapmani@gmail.com Page 1
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PLAYING WITH ORFF AND KEETMAN

SATURDAY, MARCH 29TH 2014 @ UNO FROM 9AM - 1PM
WITH PRESENTER BETSY KIPPERMAN

There are so many charming pieces in Orff and Keetmans body of work written for
children. Some are short and therefore, easily overlooked. Some are intimidating with
seemingly complex forms, rhythms, or meter. Every time I flip through the pages of
those skinny books, a new piece catches my eye. Sometimes I am infrigued by a piece
even if I have taught it five times in five different ways. But this time I could use it to
Sometime a piece just resonates with me, and I have to
find a way to use it because I love it. In this session participants will play some of my
favorite pieces from the supplemental Orff/Keetman texts. Participants will play with
elements of the pieces in order to expand the overall learning experience.

In short, we will play with what we play.

Even if you do not attend this session I hope that teachers are inspired and encouraged to:
: explore the original source material and find favorites of their own

find elements of these gems they want to share with their students

expand the gems in ways that will be more meaningful and accessible to themselves as
well the students they teach

Betsy Kipperman has taught general music since 1998. She served on her local
board in several capacities. She currently serves on AOSAs national board as one
of the Region IV representatives. She attended the Orff Institute in summer 2007
and the Special Course 2010-2011. Betsy presents workshops for local chapters
and National Conferences. She teaches Level I at the University of Kentucky.
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GPOC SILENT AUCTION AND RAFFLE ITEMS
Saturday, March 29" at UNO

Join us at our next workshop for an exciting silent auction and raffle with all items donated by
former elementary educator Duane Baylor! Duane has retired from teaching at Ralston Public
Schools and has made a very generous donation of his resources to GPOC.

Silent Auction Items

Movement Plus Music - Phyllis Weikart

Folk Dance Manual - Phyllis Weikart
Discovering Orff - Jane Frazee (SIGNED COPY)
Music for Children - Volume 2 (American edition)
Music for Children - Volume 3 (American edition)
Steel drum and materials

Agogo Bell

Frog Rasp

Finger Cymbals

Raffle Items

Raffle tickets will be available for purchase. Tickets will be $1 or you can buy 6 tickets for $5. Place
your ticket in a box for an item or set you would like to win!

There are many treasures! Lots of great children’s books (Robert Munsch, Dr. Seuss, Eric Carle),
themed sets, drumming and recorder resources, small instruments, and more!
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GPECBEARD VACAINCIES

The Great Plains Orff Chapter is looking for new members for our board! Below
are our open positions and descriptions. These positions start July 15t 2014. The
offices of Vice President and Secretary will be voted on by the membership, white
the other positions are appointed. If you are interested in a position on the GPOC
board or have someone you would like to nominate, please e-mail Nicole
chapman at Nicole.chapmani@gmail.com by April 15t You will receive follow-up
information.

All Board members are expected to attend our 4-5 board meetings each year,
assist with various duties at GPOC workshops, and contribute lessons and ideas
to our newsletter publication. Specific job descriptions are as follows:

Vice President

Vice President is an elected position. The term consists of service as Vice
President for two years and then President for two years. The Vice President has
many responsibilities including but not limited to communication with the chapter,
coordinating food for workshops, assisting on the scholarship committee, and
leading the election committee.

Secretary is an elected position and service is for a two-year term. The
responsibilities of the secretary include taking notes at all GPOC meetings,
reporting notes to board members, keeping past years’ notes organized, and
leading the Scholarship Committee.

Newsletter Editor

Newsletter Editor is an appointed position that lasts for one year and can be
renewed. The newsletter editor helps to create and distribute three newsletters
each year (Fall, Winter, Spring). The newsletter editor also creates flyers for
workshops, and distributes flyers to membership and local contacts.

Website Coordinator

Website Coordinator is an appointed position that lasts for one year and can be
renewed. Our website coordinator manages our GPOC website. The positions’
duties include keeping information on the site current and managing our
Facebook page.

Member at Large

Our Members-At-Large are a voice for the membership at our meetings. They
represent the views and opinions of the membership and bring issues to the
board's attention.
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University of Nebraska — Lincoln

2014 Ortt Schulwerk Teacher Education Course
Level I and Level 111

Level I: July 14 - 25 (2 weeks) * 8:30-4:30 p.m. * 304 Mable Lee Hall

Clinicians: Kristine Wolfe, Anne Keith, & Shelly Smith.

Level I of Orff Schulwerk training provides an introduction to Orff teaching techniques, as well as
an understanding of the pedagogical processes of the Orff Schulwerk approach. Participants build a
collection of immediately usable classroom materials and instructional strategies. Musical content
emphasizes pentatonic folk songs, speech-based rhythm performance on pitched and nonpitched
percussion instruments, structured and creative body movement, solo and ensemble playing on
soprano recorder, and improvisation experiences (in music and movement).

For Level I details, please click the following link UNL Orff [evel |
Level I11: June 2 - 13 (2 weeks) * 8:30-4:30 p.m. » 304 Mable Lee Hall

Clinicians: Steve Calantropio, Karen Benson, & Shelly Smith.

Level III offers advanced training in Orff Schulwerk, extending the work completed in the earlier
two levels. Understanding and utilizing the Schulwerk teaching process is an important emphasis.
The musical experiences will involve participants in greater exploration of movement,
orchestration of musical materials, and improvisation (vocal and instrumental). Special attention is
given to certain compositional elements of music, such as tonality (major, minor, and modal) and
functional harmony. The workshop will also include recorder ensemble performance opportunities.
Completion of the workshop provides Level III certification under the guidelines of the American
Orff-Schulwerk Association.

For Level III details, please click the link UNL Orff Level I1I

Registration is available online. Please contact Dr. Robert Woody at rwoody2@unl.edu
for any questions regarding levels training at UNL.
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American Orff-Schulwerk Association A

Music and Movemen! Ecucation

GPOC Orff Levels Training Scholarship
Due: May 1, 2014

Basic Information

Name: AOSA#:

Address: State: Zip:
City:

Email: Phone:

Current Place of Employment:
Address: State: Zip:
Phone:

Education
Undergraduate Studies:

Graduate Studies:

Please List any Orff Training completed:

Please explain why you would like to attend levels course. Be complete, yet concise.

If you are chosen to receive this award, please plan to share an idea from class at our chapter sharing.
Please remember to ask the presenter/instructor permission to share their ideas!

Recipients will receive a scholarship of $100 for one level of study. Three will be awarded: One for a
Level | student, one for a Level Il student, and one for a Level Il student.

Please email your completed application to Anne Keith (anniepo02 @gmail.com). Please put Levels
Application in the subject line. If you run into tech issues, please mail it with a post date no later than
May 1. 2004 S 182" Cir, Omaha 68130.
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May | Have This Dance?
YOU are invited to. ..
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...CONTRA DANCING!

A lesson will be held from 7 pm to 7:30
pm with the dance held from 7:30 pm to 10 pm
Live music is provided by Hot Rosin or the
Rivertown String Band and calling by Kate
McBride.
required for this old-fashioned barn dance and
Callers will direct you

No pre-arranged partners are

the fun is guaranteed!
through the steps, which are simple and easy to

learn.

We suggest you wear light comfortable
clothing. All ages are welcome. Suggested
donation is $8 for adults, $5 for students,
children are FREE.
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When: May 3,2014

Where: Auld Pavilion, Antelope Park
Lincoln, NE

Time: 7:30-10:00 (with a lesson at 7:00)

Other: An Evite will be sent out closer to the
event with more details and carpool
opportunities. We hope you can join
us! We had a blast when we did this in
Omaha and can't wait to check it out in
Lincoln!

RSVP: 402-541-2535
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Secretary Treasurer Program Chair
Anne Keith Kelly Whisinnand Kristine Wolfe
anniepo02@gmail.com klwhisinnand@mpsomaha.or kwolfe@paplv.or
Rockwell Elementary preK-5 Reeder Elementary K-5 Portal Elementary K-6




