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General Resources/Themes 
Materials: 

●​ Beetle Bop Book 
●​ Metallophones/Xylos 

○​ E La Pentatonic  
(No Cs or Fs for improv) 

●​ High-Hat or cymbal, brushes 
●​ Melodic Contour Cards 

 

●​ Special Words + Phrases 
●​ Busy Beetle Puzzle Pieces, or other bug 

manipulatives 
LINKS: 
100bpm

 Jazz "Four" | Drum Metronome Loop | 100 …
120bmp 

 Jazz "Four" | Drum Metronome Loop | 120 …

ACTIVITIES 
 

★​ Beetle Bop Book  
○​ Echo-Read with students, with Jazz Four backing track 
○​ Read and speak adjectives rhythmically (Omit the word “beetle” for clarity in echo) 
○​ On 2nd read through, sing phrases in jazz style 
○​ Sing refrain every few pages: “Beetle ... Beetle BOP!” x4 ​

→ Metallophone plays E,D,C,B 
 

★​ Blue Beetle, Blue Beetle what do you see? 
○​ Each student gets a colored beetle, or insect cards 
○​ Play as you would “brown bear, brown bear”, but in a swung rhythm 
○​ Go in circle order, as there may be duplicate colors 

CLASS: Blue beetle, blue beetle, what do you see? 
STUDENT: I see a red beetle looking at me! 
CLASS: Red Beetle, red beetle what do you see? 
STUDENT: I see a purple beetle looking at me! Etc… 

○​ Play game with Jazz four backing track 
○​ Mix up color order, and play again! Try faster and faster speeds, always trying to speak 

rhythmically. 
○​ Try SINGING a question and answer melody…question goes up, answer goes down. 

■​ Try with big group, or partners. 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwyAP9A7WBE&ab_channel=TalentProgression
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0Kxw0H_yCE&t=324s&ab_channel=TalentProgression
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=b4908aa7d632c435&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C5GCCM_en&q=busy+beetles+never+ending+puzzle&uds=AMwkrPsCHVcnh1i81uf5Bm1wGRSHZOfZGAsaI3yocJIlvIJKXOihllQFUuEw3TcRVLlbhPK599MxDP8vtKxnrjUV-u_iYIyV_mkCzxKxUEGbQLQv-mNIGnr4po7l03_QpmqGIXE3aAxB_EI4hZiXsolXQnnGvaHbnfjkMXW6JkOt4_x7D6cYmXeqVLPOP2F7ZavbVNjqwyQHv0vEs5R8kFE6yFll7z3LbuwTOqb24OnsT1dpzE9wxuyo19KAmJFiCc9Ng-ihC9pZUXzddSqkR6sVbn8g4UcWQ9Kh6uEBQikIik141pZhTWlXW4s8F5wveacPX4ZGUBUQr7mot8exdbwBueua1LBV2UcgDfARP1o1br-lxMp2j4w&udm=2&prmd=ivnmbtz&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiNpPG3me2FAxW0g4kEHeKAC88QtKgLegQIDhAB&biw=1354&bih=670&dpr=2&safe=active&ssui=on


 
★​ Partner Beetle Patterns, grand rondo 

○​ Groups of 2 students get 6 random beetles, choose 4 to make a pattern (to fit in the 
descending bassline timeframe) 
Examples: “Red beetle, purple beetle, red beetle, blue beetle” “Red, Purple, Red, 
Blue” or “Red beetle, purple beetle, red, blue” 

○​ Students take turns composing patterns and speaking them rhythmically, swung 
○​ Student pick a final pattern to share 
○​ Group practice 
○​ Sing Beetle Bop refrain as the “A section” and alternate student patterns to create a 

rondo 
★​ Melodic improvisation with beetle patterns 

○​ Bars set up in E-La Pentatonic (no Cs or Fs, with the exception of the C in the bassline) 
○​ Use beetle colors, names, or special words from the book to improvise melodies 
○​ Start with E only. 
○​ Then E and D. 
○​ Then D,E,   B and so on… 
○​ Can also create a rondo with melody solos 

 

Special Words/Phrases: 

Striped and spotted All-over-dotted 

Brown and Green Not-often-seen 

Buzzing and 
humming 

Steadily drumming 

 

 



    
Big Small 

Crawl up the wall 
Chewing, sawing, noisily gnawing 

Round, Square 
Fly in the air 

Bark, Sand, Fill up your hand 
Diving, whirling, spiraling and swirling 

Blue, Black, hide in the crack 
Glowing, flashing constantly crashing (triplet 

pattern) 
Flip flop……fly….BOP! 


